PRESENT PERFECT VS. PAST SIMPLE TENSE

Elementary level
I Choose the correct sentence.

1. a) I saw John yesterday.
b) I’ve seen John yesterday.

2. a) Did you ever eat Indian food?
b) Have you ever eaten Indian food?

3. a) Jane won £ 5,000 last month.
b) Jane has won £ 5,000 last month.

4. a) I’ve never drank champagne.

b) I’ve never drunk champagne. 

5. a) Tom has ever been to Africa.

     b) Tom has never been to Africa.

6. a) Did they live in London five years ago?

      b) Have they lived in London five years ago?

7. a) Mary has wrote a lot of books.

      b) Mary has written a lot of books.

8. a) Did she write a book last year?

b) Has she written a book last year?

II Put each verb given into either present perfect or past simple.

1. He (live) _______________ in lots of different countries.

2. I (start) _______________ college in 1998.

3. They (arrive) _______________ on Saturday, at about four o’clock.

4. I never (like) _______________ eggs. 

5. He already (go) _______________.

6. You (see) _______________ a football match last night?

7. They (move) _______________ away two or three years ago.

8. Mum just (make) _______________ a cake.

9. She recently (get) _______________ married.

10. She (get) _______________ married when she was seventeen.

11. They (have) _______________ a lot of problems lately.

12. You (finish) _______________ your homework yet?

13. I (not see) _______________ Marco this morning.

14. When you (meet) _______________ him?

15. How long you (know) _______________ Marco?

16. I (tell) _______________ him to clean his room three times.

17. My dad (work) _______________ at the bank for fifteen years.

18. We (have) _______________ our dog for two years and then he ran away.

19. Charlie Chaplin (make) _______________ over fifty films.

20. Tom Cruise (make) _______________ over fifteen films.
III Choose the correct verb form.

1. Have you ever seen / did you ever see a rock concert?

2. I saw / have seen the Rolling Stones last year.

3. I love rock and roll. I like / have liked it all my life.

4. The Stones’ concert has been / was excellent.

5. I have bought / bought all their records after the concert.

6. How long have you known / do you know Tony?

7. I know / have known him since we were in school together.

8. When did you get / have you got married to him?

9. We have been / are together for over ten years, and we have got / got married eight years ago.

10. I lived / I’ve lived here until I was eighteen.

11. Happy Anniversary! How long were you / have you been married?

12. She lived / has lived in that house all her life and she doesn’t want to move.

13. I had / I’ve had my bike for ten years before I sold / I’ve sold it.

14. They moved / They’ve moved house three times last year.

15. When did you get / have you got your degree?
IV Put a word from the box into each gap.

             have / haven’t          has / hasn’t          did / didn’t

             never          ever          just          yet          ago          last

1. __________ you go to Germany __________ year?

2. “__________ he __________ been to Italy?” “Yes, he __________.”

3. “When __________ you meet your husband?” “Ten years __________.”

4. “__________ you __________ met Robert de Niro?” “No, I __________.”

5. I __________ __________ finished my homework. Now I can watch TV.

6. “__________ you done the washing-up?” “No, I __________.”

7. She __________ play tennis __________ weekend because it was wet.

8. Alice __________ written her thank-you letters __________.

9. We __________ been to Spain, but we __________ __________ been to Portugal.

10. “__________ they moved to their new house __________?” 

“Yes, they moved three days __________.”

V Match the beginning of a sentence in column A with the correct ending in   column B. (You may need to use the same ending twice.)
A

Tom Hanks 

Henry Fonda

B

won several Oscars.

has won several Oscars.

Julia Roberts starred
Julia Roberts has starred

in Pretty Woman.

in more than twenty films.
James Cameron made
James Cameron  has made
a new film.

Titanic in 1997.
Bruce Willis and Demi Moore
Tom Cruise and Nicole Kidman

have been married for several years.
were married for several years.
Clint Eastwood
Stanley Kubrick

directed a lot of famous movies.

has directed a lot of famous movies.

VI Put the verb in brackets into Present Perfect or Past Simple Tense.

A SAD STORY OF A SAD MAN

One Sunday evening two men (a) __________ (meet) in London pub. One of them was very unhappy.

“Life is terrible, everything in the world is really boring,” he said.

“Don’t say that,” said the other man. “Life is marvellous! The world is so exciting! Think about Italy. It’s a wonderful country. (b) __________ you ever __________ (be) there?”

“Oh, yes. I (c) __________ (go) there last year and I (d) __________ (not like) it.”

Well, (e) __________ you __________ (be) to Norway? (f) __________ you ever __________ (see) the midnight sun?”

“Oh, yes. I (g) __________ (go) in 1984 and I (h) __________ (see) the midnight sun. I (i) __________ (not enjoy) it.”

“Well, I (j) __________ just __________ (return) from a safari in Africa. (k) __________ you __________ (visit) Africa yet?”

“Yes, I (l) __________ (go) on safari in Africa last year and I (m) __________ (climb) Mount Kilimanjaro. It was really boring.”

“Well,” said the other man, “I think that you’re very ill. Only the best psychiatrist can help you. Go to see Dr Smith in Oxford Street.”

“I am Dr Smith,” answered the man sadly.

PRESENT PERFECT VS. PRESENT & PAST SIMPLE TENSE

Intermediate level
I Choose the correct word or phrase underlined in each sentence.

1. I live here / I have lived here since the end of last year.

2. Someone has just stolen / just stole my bicycle.

3. I’m afraid the last train left / has left an hour ago.

4. Yesterday I lost / I have lost my wallet.

5. Thank you for your offer, but I’ve decided / I decided not to accept.

6. Take your umbrella with you. It’s started / it started raining.

7. We are enjoying our trip. We have visited / visited two countries so far.

8. I stood here / I’ve been standing here for hours and I feel tired.

9. This has been / was a busy day and it isn’t over yet!

10. I feel really tired. We went / have been to a party last night.

II Correct the mistakes in verb forms.

1. Peter is a professional musician for twenty years.

___________________________________________________________

2. He has started playing the drums when he was five.

___________________________________________________________

3. He played with The Smiths for several years.

___________________________________________________________

4. He never went to South America.

___________________________________________________________

5. He has had a hit song in 1990.

___________________________________________________________

6. He is interested in music all his life.

___________________________________________________________

III Put each verb given into either present perfect simple, past simple or present simple.

1. Last week I (lose) __________ my wallet, and now I (just lose) __________ my umbrella.

2. I (work) __________ for Toyota company at the moment but I (decide) __________ to change jobs.

3. We (be) __________ here for hours. Are you sure we (come) __________ to the right place?

4. (you see) __________ my pen? I’m sure I (leave) __________ it here earlier.

5. They (have) __________ some coffee after that and then (catch) __________ the bus home.

6. I never (eat) __________ pineapple, but once on holiday I (eat) __________some mangoes.

7. I (hope) __________ you aren’t vegetarian. I (cook) __________ you some pork chops.

8. Recently a lot of young people (take up) __________ sports.

9. When we (reach) __________ the cinema, there (not be) __________ any tickets left.

10. Please come quickly! Jane (have) __________ an accident and she (go) __________ to hospital.

